On 3 January 1995, we were asked to identify termites collected on 30 December 1994 from a house in Miami. The sample, a termite-infested board and attached nest material (carton) contained thousands of workers and hundreds of soldiers and young brachypterous nymphs. We were struck by their small size and recognized the soldiers as Heterotermes which are characterized by their slender and straight mandibles in contrast to the relatively thick, curved mandibles of the native Reticulitermes spp.
aging activity and damage to the structure itself. As in the original site, however, none of the activity was associated with wet conditions or moisture sources. Foraging tubes, originating from the foundation slab, extended several meters up concrete walls. The small size of the Heterotermes foragers may have contributed to their ability to penetrate narrow cracks, fissures, or joints in the building's foundation. Destruction of wood was observed in framing, molding, and doors. Indoor workings of Heterotermes were spread over a 50 m distance suggesting an infestation by either one massive or several smaller colonies. The only damage observed outside the building was to a wooden exterior door. As of this writing, dispersal flights have not been observed, nor alates collected from either site. Based on our observations of Heterotermes in the West Indies, fully formed alates do not appear in colonies until the beginning of the rainy season (May-June).
This second infestation is important because it confirms that Heterotermes is wellestablished and thriving in a relatively large urban location and demonstrates the destructive potential of this species. The infestation also underscores the significance of Heterotermes ' small size and ability to forage under dry conditions allowing it to occupy a niche currently not exploited by other subterranean termite species in Florida. Our long-term expectations are that Heterotermes will expand its distribution well beyond current bounds and rival the pest status of preexisting subterranean termite species in Dade and adjacent counties of subtropical Florida. This is the first known successful exotic introduction of Heterotermes into the United States. These termites almost certainly originated from the West Indies or the Neotropical mainland. The only U.S. species, the native H. aureus (Snyder), is found (Hill 1942) and the aforementioned H. aureus . Eight species are described from throughout the Neotropical region, including three from the West Indies (Araujo 1977). Recently, extensive collecting in the West Indies has cast some doubt on the validity of one or two of the Heterotermes species which were described from there (Scheffrahn et al. 1994) . Although occurring in drier habitats in the northern Neotropics, Heterotermes spp. are found in a wide range of pantropical habitats. Emerson (1971) suggests that individual species of Heterotermes are confined to their respective climatic zones by the limits of soil moisture and temperature.
It is unclear why West Indian Heterotermes spp. have not previously become established in southern Florida or the Florida Keys, or why Reticulitermes spp. do not occur in the West Indies or, at least, on nearby offshore islands of the Bahamas. Since climatic differences between these land groups are minimal, we suspect that allopatry has been maintained because these genera are poor candidates for introduction across ocean barriers by natural means. Introduction of Heteotermes to new localities by human activity is rare. Gay (1967) reports only two known cases of established humanaided introductions of Heterotermes ; H. perfidus (Silvestri) from unknown origin to St. Helena about 1840, and H. philippinensis (Light) from the Philippines to Madagascar and Mauritius early in the 1900s. Emerson (1971) speculates that H. convexinotatus was introduced to the Galapagos Islands by man.
In light of their broad distribution and structure-infesting potential, Heterotermes , along with Coptotermes , represent the two principle rhinotermitid subterranean pest genera of the tropical world. In addition to Heterotermes , three other pestiferous termite species have been introduced into Florida. These include: Coptotermes formosanus Shiraki (Fig. 1) , the Formosan subterranean termite, which has saturated or appeared in numerous urban and suburban sites throughout the state; and two kalotermitid species, Cryptotermes brevis (Walker), the West-Indian powderpost drywood termite, a widely distributed species; and Incisitermes minor (Hagen), the western drywood termite, which is occasionally encountered in Florida (Scheffrahn & Su 1994) .
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S UMMARY
Two well-established structural infestations of the subterranean termite genus Heterotermes Froggatt were discovered in Miami, Florida, in 1995. This is the first record of an exotic Heterotermes sp. in the United States and constitutes the fourth exotic termite species living in Florida.
